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RESEARCH FIELDS

Public Economics, Labor Economics, Economics of Science

EDUCATION

University of Mannheim, CDSE - PhD in Economics since 09/2020
University of Mannheim - M.Sc. in Economics 2019
University of Heidelberg - B.Sc. in Economics 2017
RESEARCH

Foreign Troops, Local Economies: The Economic Effects of US Withdrawals from Germany (JMP)
with Johannes Kochems [Discussion Paper]

This paper analyzes the local economic impacts of troop deployments. We exploit variation from the historic large-
scale US troop withdrawal from Germany triggered by the end of the Cold War, to estimate the effect on local labor
markets and public finances. We use administrative data provided by the US Department of Defense to quantify
the size of the troop withdrawal at the municipal level. Using a synthetic difference-in-differences estimator, we find
negative effects on local labor markets: for each withdrawn US soldier, the number of local jobs decreases by 0.53.
The decrease in economic activity results in a reduction of revenues which municipalities balance by lowering their
expenditures, while increasing business and property tax multipliers. In individual-level analyses, we document that
workers displaced by the closure of a US military base have persistently lower employment rates. Moreover, their
daily wages remain around 9.2 percent lower fifteen years after the layoff. The negative impact on labor outcomes
is particularly pronounced for women, older workers, and those employed in regions with more unfavorable initial
labor market conditions.

Media Germany: Handelsblatt (1), (2), (3), DIE ZEIT, Stiddeutsche Zeitung, DER SPIEGEL,
Frankfurter Allgemeine, DIE WELT, Focus, Stern, ntv, Staatsanzeiger BW

Media International: Bloomberg, The Telegraph, I1Sole24Ore
Podcast: ZEW Wirklich Wirtschaft: Spotify, Apple Podcasts

Inequality as a Constraint on (Repugnant) Markets
with Paul Hild [Draft]

Repugnant markets, such as organ sales, are often restricted even when they could raise efficiency. We study
whether income inequality between transacting parties shapes public repugnance toward such exchanges. We
implement vignette experiments in US and European samples. Across both samples, inequality between parties is
a powerful predictor of repugnance: transactions are viewed as most objectionable when a low-income individual
sells to a medium-income individual and least objectionable when both parties are medium-income. Between the
two samples, we find clear differences in baseline attitudes. Europeans show stronger repugnance overall: they are
more likely to judge kidney sales and surrogate motherhood as unacceptable, while they do not view prostitution
as objectionable to the same degree as Americans, consistent with prevailing social norms. These results provide
new evidence on how cultural norms and the direction of inequality shape acceptance of contested markets and can
inform debates on the design of market regulation.

Greek Labor Markets
with Efi Adamopoulou and Alexandre Gnaedinger

Statistical Significance
with Abel Brodeur and Michaela Slotwinski

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Researcher (full position) ZEW Mannheim, Inequality and Public Policy since 09/2021
Head: Until 05/2022 Prof. Sebastian Siegloch; since 05/2022 Prof. Holger Stichnoth
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/jakob-schmidhaeuser-35961a2b5/
mailto:jschmidh@mail.uni-mannheim.de
https://jkochems.github.io/
https://schmidja123.github.io/files/dp26023.pdf
https://www.handelsblatt.com/politik/deutschland/usa-so-trifft-ein-us-truppenabzug-die-deutsche-wirtschaft/100227818.html
https://www.handelsblatt.com/politik/international/usa-us-truppenabzug-koennte-laut-studie-rund-2650-jobs-kosten/100228271.html
https://www.handelsblatt.com/politik/deutschland/us-rueckzug-so-wirkt-sich-trumps-truppenabzug-auf-deutsche-kommunen-aus/100236373.html
https://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2026-05/us-truppen-deutschland-abzug-wirtschaft-kommunen-arbeitsplaetze-gxe
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/bundesregierung-liveblog-merz-bundeskanzler-verbleib-li.3484192
https://www.spiegel.de/wirtschaft/deutschland-us-truppenabzug-koennte-tausende-jobs-kosten-a-44bf16c1-8dfa-4a3b-b6c7-f464b092384f?sara_ref=re-so-wa-sh
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/rhein-main/wirtschaft/amerikanische-truppen-als-wirtschaftskraft-wie-wiesbaden-vom-us-militaer-profitiert-accg-200934022.html
https://www.welt.de/regionales/baden-wuerttemberg/article6a16bdfa61be973b7ac9e929/studie-jeder-abgezogene-us-soldat-kostet-einen-halben-job.html
https://www.focus.de/politik/ausland/jeder-us-soldat-kostet-einen-halben-job-trumps-abzugsplan-haette-drastische-folgen-fuer-deutschland_6f23f865-b2cb-4b78-9875-f7b4cc1a80db.html
https://www.stern.de/gesellschaft/regional/baden-wuerttemberg/us-truppen--studie--jeder-abgezogene-us-soldat-kostet-einen-halben-job-37449110.html
https://www.n-tv.de/der_tag/Studie-Mit-jedem-abgezogenen-US-Soldaten-faellt-im-Umkreis-eine-halbe-Stelle-weg-id30862579.html
https://www.staatsanzeiger.de/nachrichten/wirtschaft/studie-jeder-abgezogene-us-soldat-kostet-einen-halben-job/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-27/trump-s-troop-withdrawal-leaves-germany-s-base-towns-in-limbo
https://www.macon.com/news/nation-world/world/article316301383.html
https://en.ilsole24ore.com/art/us-bases-and-the-local-economy-AJPzqSG?refresh_ce=1
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3Wf7VlsW5tgBJZNvb1tTQh
https://podcasts.apple.com/de/podcast/wie-viele-jobs-kostete-der-us-truppenabzug/id1860844609?i=1000775275753
https://paulhild.github.io/
https://schmidja123.github.io/files/hild_schmidhaeuser_repugnance.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/efiadamopoulou/home?authuser=0
https://alexandregnaedinger.weebly.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/abelbrodeur/
https://sites.google.com/site/michaelaslotwinski/home

Teaching Assistant Chair of Public Economics, U Mannheim
Prof. Eckhard Janeba
Substitute lecturing, thesis corrections, seminar supervision

since 09/2021

Teaching Assistant Chair of Econometrics, U Mannheim 01/2024
Prof. Carsten Trenkler - 06/2024
TA Econometrics (BA)

Research Assistant ZEW Mannheim, Inequality and Public Policy 10/2017
Prof. Sebastian Siegloch - 09/2019
Intern ZEW Mannheim, International Distributional Analyses 05/2017
Prof. Andreas Peichl - 07/2017
RESEARCH STAYS

University of Ottawa (Prof. Abel Brodeur, 03/2025, 1 month) 2025
University of Cologne (Prof. Sebastian Siegloch, 08/2025, 1 week)

University of Cologne (Prof. Sebastian Siegloch, 10/2024, 1 week) 2024
University of Basel (Prof. Kurt Schmidheiny, 08/2024, 1 day)

LMU Munich (Prof. Andreas Peichl, 06/2024, 1 week)

University of Cologne (Prof. Sebastian Siegloch, 08/2023, 1 week) 2023
SEMINARS, CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS

ENGAGE.EU Young Researchers’” Workshop (U Mannheim), EEA (Dublin), ITPF (Lisbon), Hanns-Martin- 2026
Schleyer Workshop (Berlin, scheduled)

Internal Seminar (U Ottawa), Applied Lunch Seminar (U Cologne) 2025
Experimental Seminar (U Mannheim), Bonn-Frankfurt-Mannheim PhD Conference (U Bonn), EU Horizon 2024
Workshop (IBS Warsaw), Public Finance Conference (ZEW), IIPF (Prague), Public PhD Workshop (LMU

Munich), CRC TR 224 Workshop on Labor Markets IV (U Mannheim), HeiKaMaxY (U Mannheim)
MannheimTaxation Conference (ZEW), GESS Research Day (U MA), Public Seminar (U MA), Mannheim- 2023
Taxation Workshop (ZEW)

ACADEMIC SERVICE

Organizer: ZEW Summer Workshop 2025 2025
FUNDS

€31,799 research grant MannheimTaxation (with Tobias Kreuz) 2026
€40,420 research grant Leibniz ScienceCampus MannheimTaxation (with Michaela Slotwinski) 2022
€20,000 PhD scholarship (16 months) 2020-2021
€5,000 European Exchange Program Scholarship (5 months) 2015-2016
Poricy CONSULTING

Retirement Planning Using the Digital Pension Overview — An Empirical Evaluation ongoing

with Tabea Bucher-Koenen, Matthias Dolls, Holger Stichnoth and Silke Ubelmesser
Website


https://www.zew.de/forschung/projekte/altersvorsorgeplanung-mit-der-digitalen-rentenuebersicht-empirische-evaluierung

Micro-simulating VAT and Energy Taxes in ZEW-EviSTA Using the EVS ongoing
with Michael Hebsaker and Holger Stichnoth
Website

Horizon Europe, WeLaR: New Forms of Work and Workers’” Demand for Security and Stability 2025
with Zuzanna Kowalik, Piotr Lewandowski, Fabrizio Pompei, Wojciech Szymczak and Lauréne Thil
Report; press release

Quantification of a Basic Child Allowance 2023
with Maximilian Blémer, Holger Bonin, Hans-Martin von Gaudecker, Michael Hebsaker, Tobias Kreuz,
Andreas Peichl, Tamara Ritter, Holger Stichnoth and Christian Zimpelmann
Website; media (selected): DIE ZEIT, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, DER SPIEGEL, Focus, Berliner
Zeitung

Scientific Analyses of Bavarian Family Policies 2022
with Tobias Kreuz, Michael Hebsaker, Lukas Riedel and Holger Stichnoth
Report; media coverage: Stiddeutsche Zeitung; press releases: Green Party, ZEW

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Buhlmann, F., Hebsaker, M., Kreuz, T., Schmidh&user, J., Siegloch, S., & Stichnoth, H. (2022). ZEW-EviSTA: A
microsimulation model of the German tax and transfer system. ZEW-Centre for European Economic Research
Discussion Paper, (22-026).

SUPERVISORS & REFERENCE

Prof. Eckhard Janeba Prof. Sebastian Siegloch Prof. Abel Brodeur
janeba@uni-mannheim.de siegloch@wiso.uni-koeln.de abrodeur@uottawa.ca
University of Mannheim University of Cologne University of Ottawa


https://www.zew.de/en/research-at-zew/micro-simulating-vat-and-energy-taxes-in-zew-evista-using-the-evs
https://projectwelar.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/D7.3_New-forms-of-work-and-workers-demand-for-security-and-stability.pdf
https://projectwelar.eu/new-welar-study-platform-workers-reluctant-to-trade-earnings-for-benefits/
https://www.zew.de/en/research-at-zew/quantification-of-a-basic-child-allowance
https://www.zeit.de/2024/17/kindergrundsicherung-kritik-kinderarmut-buergergeld-sozialleistungen
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/wirtschaft/kindergrundsicherung-wenn-arbeit-sich-weniger-lohnt-19630937.html
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/kindergrundsicherung-streit-die-gruenen-muessen-um-ihr-projekt-fuerchten-a-cc182b80-71e0-4203-93d3-32b1d72f551c
https://www.focus.de/finanzen/widerlegte-argumente-laengst-geklaerte-punkte-kindergrundsicherung-selbst-12-milliarden-euro-reichen-laut-experten-nicht_id_198176983.html
https://www.berliner-zeitung.de/politik-gesellschaft/bundeshaushalt-finanzen-neuer-ampel-zoff-droht-erst-heizungsgesetz-jetzt-kindergrundsicherung-li.365623
https://www.berliner-zeitung.de/politik-gesellschaft/bundeshaushalt-finanzen-neuer-ampel-zoff-droht-erst-heizungsgesetz-jetzt-kindergrundsicherung-li.365623
https://www.zew.de/publikationen/wissenschaftliche-analysen-von-bayerischen-familienleistungen
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/bayern/bayerisches-familiengeld-kinder-wirkung-kritik-soeder-lux.Fss9QwZe7Mrty2g2mHCnRB?reduced=true
https://www.gruene-fraktion-bayern.de/themen/kinder-jugend-generationen/studie-zum-bayerischen-familiengeld-gerecht-geht-anders/
https://www.zew.de/das-zew/aktuelles/bayerisches-familiengeld-nicht-zielgenau
https://ftp.zew.de/pub/zew-docs/dp/dp22026.pdf
https://ftp.zew.de/pub/zew-docs/dp/dp22026.pdf
mailto:janeba@uni-mannheim.de
mailto:siegloch@wiso.uni-koeln.de
mailto:abrodeur@uottawa.ca
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